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(second tranch) 

Glenys Chalk 
Pater Harman 

Lorraine Mannering 

BIRTHDAYS 
JUNE 

Jenny Currien 
Neville Daniel 
Dick Johnson 

Elizabeth Neales 
Vivienne Newman 

John O’Brien 
Kevin O’Connor 

 
Stay well stay safe 

CALENDAR OF 
ACTIVITIES 

15 June— Walking Group 
Studley Park Boathouse to 
Dights Falls. 

16 June—Discussion Group 
Zoom—Ventilators past 
and present. 

18 June—Garden Group 
Alexandra Gardens, Kew. 

22 June—Creative Pursuits 
Host: Elaine Provan. 

23 June—Investors Group 
Zoom. 

25 June—Book Group 1 
Zoom—The Electric Hotel, 
Dominic Smith. 

—Book Group 2 
Zoom—The Wife and the 
Widow, Christian White. 

30 June—Online learning 
Zoom—Database essentials 

 

VICE PRESIDENT ROLE 

Before everyone turns quickly to page 2, we are still 
looking for someone to nominate as Vice President. 

When I received a “tap on the shoulder” from my ex Shell 
colleague, Phil Pitsikas, who was asked by Lyn to put it to 
me, I thought it over.  I had only been in the club for a 
short time (the same as Lyn was when she accepted the 
role). 

However, I thought to myself, we are halfway through the 
year and if I don’t put my hand up, who will?  So I did and 
have found my time on the committee very rewarding as I 
gradually get used to being President of the club. 

Now we are in a similar position as last year and still 
waiting.  It is very important to continue the natural 
succession in the Club from VP to President as has taken 
place every year.  Don’t concern yourself if you are a 
relatively new member, the committee will provide all the 
friendship and support that you need. 

So I will be thrilled to receive a call and finally have a full 
committee to advance the future of the club.   

Please call me on 0419 306 560 and we can have a talk 
about it. 

Ron Johnson, President 

Ron’s Rambles 



Activities 
Walking Group  — 3rd Monday 

Monday 15 June,   10:00am 
At last the social isolation 
restrictions have been 
sufficiently lifted for us to 
gather outdoors for a great 
walk from Studley Park 
Boathouse to Dights Falls. 
Post walk coffee at Studley 
Park Boathouse. 
Meet in the car park off Boathouse Road,  Melway 2D F8 

Leader:  John Astle 

Discussion Group—3rd Tuesday  

Tuesday 16 June—11:00am 
By Zoom. 
A ventilator is a machine that provides mechanical 
ventilation by moving breathable air into and out of the 
lungs, to deliver breaths to a patient who is physically 
unable to breathe, or breathing insufficiently. 
Intermittent positive pressure ventilation (IPPV) was  

invented at least 200 years ago, 
but it was not until the 1950s that 
prolonged IPPV was used to treat 
poliomyelitis, the acute respiratory 
failure of chronic lung disease, and 
tetanus. 
The history of Ventilator 
development is followed showing 
how international liaison produced 
the modern machine and its use in 
Hospital ICU departments. 

The current Covid19 epidemic reveals its importance, and 
shortage which raise serious questions about 
dependence on the World Supply Chain. 
Zoom meeting Tuesday  16th June 11.00am. an invitation 
will be sent.  Please send email if interested to Roy  

Convenor:  Roy Price 
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Garden Group  
3rd Thursday 
Thursday 18 June,  10:30am 
A walk in the Alexandra Gardens, Kew. 

As we’re just starting to emerge from the COVID 
restrictions it’s probably best that we keep to outdoor 
activities for the moment so social distancing won’t be an 
issue for us. 

It’s therefore proposed that we meet in the Alexandra 
Gardens, Cotham Rd., Kew, for a stroll around.  These 
magnificent, Edwardian-style gardens are within walking 
distance of Kew Junction shopping centre. 

These gardens are a fine example of a Federation 
landscape. The gardens feature expansive lawn areas 
surrounded by beautiful avenues of mature trees creating 
shady glades and pools of dappled sunlight. 

Named after Queen Alexandra, these beautiful gardens 
opened in 1908 and are designed in the formal style 
typical of the early 1900s. 

Meet at the main gate, corner of Cotham Rd. & Gellibrand 
St.—there is a car park in Fenton Ave. 

Coffee—Bring a thermos and we can chat—socially 
distancing—in the rotunda after our walk. 

Convenor:  Ros Sinclair 

Creative Pursuits—4th Monday 

Monday 22 June,   1:30pm 
Host: Elaine Provan 
After the restrictions to meeting and the consequent 
Zoom gatherings - all being well, the group will gather at 
the home of Elaine Provan to plan the next outings, —
depending, of course, on what is being offered in the 
public domain in the next few months. 

Suggestions for on-line viewing - virtual tour of RASV site, 
Flinders Lane Gallery, and the Immigration Museum 
(Collecting the Curve). 
Tentative arrangement to visit The Johnston Collection 
(Diamonds and Pearls) on 19 October and the Christmas 
break-up to be on November 16. 

Please contact Elaine if you anticipate attending —-social 
distancing restrictions will be observed. 

Convenor:  Elaine Provan 0439 094 154 

Investors Group—4th Tuesday 

Tuesday 23 June— 7:30pm 
Location /format to be advised. 
This group normally meets in the Greythorn Centre, 
Centre Way, Greythorn.  Members will be advised 
whether the group will meet face-to-face in the Centre’s 
meeting room or if the gathering will be by Zoom. 
Convenors:  Charlie Boschetti & Wal Hamilton 

Alexandra Gardens, Kew Page 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mechanical_ventilation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mechanical_ventilation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lungs


Online learning 
Wednesday 10 June saw the successful start of a series of 
online sessions to assist members to improve and extend 
their knowledge and skills in a range of what may be 
described as basic ‘apps’. 

The session, something of a learning exercise for both 
presenter(s) and participants, focussed on the Microsoft 
standard spreadsheet ‘Excel’.  The next session will move 
us from the spreadsheet to its even more able and 
slightly bigger brother—the ACCESS database. 
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 Your challenge 

for this week—

find the 

penguin 

If you’re anything like me, this could 

take a while……. 

MS Access is defined as a database computer program 
used to organize and use information for home or 
business. 
Access databases are popular because a user can create a 
wide range of applications in a short timeframe. Even a 
newbie can create simple databases quickly-so says MS.  
We can explore a simple database.  

Zoom meeting Tuesday  30th June 11.00am.   
An invitation with access detail will be sent to members 
who have advised their interest to Roy .  
Convenor Roy Price 

Members are invited to join these sessions—and also to 
let us know of ‘apps’ they’d like to learn about. 

Some that may be considered are: 
• MS Word basics 
• Linking Word and Excel for documents with 

variable inserts and mailings 
• Powerpoint  
• and—in fact—the most common ‘operating 

system’ on the planet—Windows  

Please let Roy Price or Russ Dawe know of any others 
you’d like to see included in the series. 

Book groups—4th Thursday 

Book Group 1 
Thursday 25 June, 2:00pm by Zoom 
The Electric Hotel by Dominic Smith.   
This tale winds through the nascent days of cinema in 
Paris and Fort Lee, New 
Jersey--America's first 
movie town--and on the 
battlefields of Belgium 
during World War I.  
A sweeping work of 
historical fiction, it 
shimmers between past 
and present as it tells the 
story of the rise and fall 
of a prodigious film 
studio and one man's doomed obsession with all that 
passes in front of the viewfinder.  
Convenor:  Patricia Noseda 

Book Group 2 
Thursday 25 June,  2:00pm by Zoom 
The Wife and the Widow by Christian White 
A mystery/thriller told from two perspectives: Kate, a 
widow whose grief is compounded by what she learns 
about her dead husband’s secret life; and Abby, an island 
local whose world is turned upside down when she’s 

forced to confront the evidence 
that her husband is a murderer. 
But nothing on this island is quite 
as it seems, and only when these 
women come together can they 
discover the whole story about 
the men in their lives.  
Convenor:  Joan Teele 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  

Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Grey Matter Weekly 12 

Old men may walk slow  

BUT think FAST 

An elderly man in Queensland had owned a large 
property for several years. 

He had a dam in one of the lower paddocks where he 
had planted mango and avocado trees. 

The dam had been fixed up for swimming when it 
was built and he also had some picnic tables placed 
there in the shade of the fruit trees. 

One evening the farmer decided to go down to the 
dam to look it over, as he hadn't been there for a 
while. 

He grabbed a ten litre bucket to bring back some 
fruit. 

As he neared the dam, he heard voices shouting and 
laughing with glee.  As he came closer he saw it was 
a bunch of young women skinny-dipping in his dam. 

He made the women aware of his presence and they 
all went to the deep end. 

One of the women shouted to him, 'We're not 
coming out until you leave!’ 

The old man frowned, 'I didn't come down here to 
watch you ladies swim naked or make you get out of 
the dam naked. 

Holding the bucket up he said, 'I'm here to feed the 
crocodile’. 

 

Moral: Old men may walk slow, but they can still 
think fast. 

Marty’s Playground 
Schoolchildren Howlers 
Abraham Lincoln became America’s greatest Precedent. 
Lincoln’s mother died in infancy, and he was born in a log 
cabin which he built with his own hands. Abraham 
Lincoln freed the slaves by signing the Emasculation 
Proclamation.  On the night of April 14, 1865 Lincoln 
went to the theatre and got shot in his seat by one of the 
actors in a moving picture show.  The believed assinator 
was John Wilkes Booth, a supposedly insane actor.  This 
ruined Booth’s career. 

Meanwhile in Europe, the enlightenment was a 
reasonable time. Voltaire invented electricity and also 
wrote a book called Candy.  

Ten Collective Nouns 
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 12. 
(1) improbability (2) prowl (3) litter (4) covey (5) down (6) 
gaze (7) unkindness (8) crash (9) run (10) squabble  

Now try the next 10 
1. A .…………..of Seahorses 

2. A …………...of Seals 

3. A …………...of Sharks 

4. A……………of Sheep 

5. A ……….…. of Snails 

6. A…………....of Snakes 

7. A …………. .of  Sparrows 

8. A..………….of Starlings 

9. A……………of Swans 

10. A……………of Swifts 
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